
Academic Writing 
(Beginners)
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- What is a sentence?

- Sentence structure

- Verbs

- Capital letters and punctuation

- What is a paragraph?

- Paragraph format

- The writing process
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Words, Sentences, and Paragraphs

->  Words are used to form sentences 

-> Sentences are used to form paragraphs
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Sentence Structure

Sentence: group of words
Sentence: express a complete idea
Sentence: a subject and a verb
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Subjects and Verbs

-> Subject: 
      a noun (Hiro, Lucie, office, teacher)
      a subject pronoun (I, you, we, he, she, it, or they)              

-> Verb:
      follows the subject
      often describes an action (go, study, play)
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Practice 1
Find the verb and the subject in each sentence 
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Answers
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Verbs

A sentence needs a verb

Some verbs describe actions. They
are action verbs.
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Non-action verbs

They don't describe actions

-> Miki is not doing anything. There is no action.
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Practice 2
Where is the verb?
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Answers
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Statements and Questions

-> Different kinds of sentences: statements and
questions 
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Capital Letters and Punctuation

Capital letter: at the begining of a sentence

ex.: The teacher is busy.
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Punctuation mark: at the end of a sentence

-> put a period (.)after a statement

ex.: This is a great book.

-> put a question mark (?) after a question

ex.: Do you have any questions?
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Practice 3
Add a capital letter.
Add a period after each statement
Add a question mark after each question.
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Answers 
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Practice 4
Write statements
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Answers
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Practice 5
Write questions
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Answers
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What is a paragraph?

-> A group of sentences

-> All the sentences in a paragraph are about the same
person or thing. They have the same topic.

    My classmate Nigel Smith is an interesting person. He is from Ukraine. He
speaks Ukrainian and Russian. He lives with his family. He is married. He has one
son and one daughter. He works part-time at an animal hospital. I hope to learn
more about him.

The topic of this paragraph is Nigel Smith. All the sentences are about Nigel Smith.
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What is a Paragraph?

How to organise your paragraph?

    My classmate Nigel Smith is an interesting person. He is from Ukraine. He
speaks Ukrainian and Russian. He lives with his family. He is married. He has one
son and one daughter. He works part-time at an animal hospital. I hope to learn
more about him.

The first sentence is idented. There is a space
before it.
The second sentence follow the first sentence on
the same line. It does not go on a new line.
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Practice 6

The following sentences don't form a paragraph. Try to
copy this sentences in paragraph form

-> Paragraph form?
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Answer
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      My classmate Jason Kim is an interesting person. He is
from Seoul, South Korea. He speaks Korean. He is not
married. He lives on campus. He has a roommate. He likes
to play soccer and video games.



The Writing Process
How to  prepare your writing?
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Step 1: Get ideas 
What will you write?

Look at models / examples written by others
Make lists of ideas
Talk to people
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Step 2: Write a Draft

Write your paragraph for the first time. It is your

first draft.

This first draft is not the final version
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Step 3: Revise and Edit the
Draft

Revise: change (maybe you'll need to change
something in your paragraph)

-> add new information
-> take out sentences
-> change the order of the ideas

Edit: check for mistakes and make corrections
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Step 4: Write a New Draft

Include all your revisions and corrections.
If you are satisfied with it; this can be your final
version.
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Now you can ....

Write sentences with a subject and a verb
Write statements and questions
Use capital letters and punctuation marks
Identify action and non-action verbs
Write sentences in paragraph form
Prepare your writing
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